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How can culture and urban policies strengthen urban societies? How 
can they contribute to make our cities more sustainable? How can 
they help to unfold the creativity of urban dwellers in general? What 
can we learn from urban communities and self-organised initiatives 
that evolve on the background of social changes? How can we foster 
them? Where can we find space for more sustainable projects in our 
cities?

250 international activists, artists, architects, curators, cultural entre-
preneurs, researchers and interested others met at HafenCity Univer-
sity for a conference about the role of urban communities in creating 
more creative, democratic and sustainable cities. The organizers in-
vited eight scientists, activists and city planners from Germany, Den-
mark, Hungary, Austria and the US to talk about sustainable urban 
and culture policy. The keynote „Inequalities and Dependencies of 
the Creative Ecosystem: A View From New York“ was given by Sharon 
Zukin, Professor of Sociology at the Brooklyn College and Graduate 
Center, City University of New York.

Urbanist Michael Ziehl from Hamburg (urban upcycling) organized 
this public debate as part of the City Link Festival from September 
5th to September 14th. City Link is a co-creating network initiated 
by Jesper Koefoed-Melson from Copenhagen (givrum.nu) in 2012 
with the support of the municipalities of Hamburg and Copenhagen 
to encourage cultural exchange and theoretical debate. In 2014 other 
cities will be invited to joint the project in order to widen the network.

This first City Link Congress focused on questions of urbanity and 
cultural innovations that emerge from everyday practices, lifestyles 
and the creativity of urban dwellers. Fundings of the „creative and 
cultural economy“ do focus on their producers, but in the first place 
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by targeting economic efficiency. Also these fundings rarely have an 
impact on social and ecologic levels. On the contrary they risk to 
stress urban societies by emerging elites and advancing processes 
of gentrification. To be sustainable culture and urban policies have to 
take this into account. Current policies like the »Growing City« or the 
»Creative City« are not sustainable. They reduce the understanding of 
cities to investment locations and the meaning of culture to a location 
factor. Instead of strenghening the producers of culture and urbanity, 
these kind of policies promote their exploitation.

To deal with urgent challenges like demographic change, a changing 
world of work and the consequences of climate change policies are 
needed, that strengthen social coherence. On the background of the-
se changes in many cities self-organised initiatives emerged, that 
already implement sustainable policies on a project level.

Videos of the lectures and the full congress program are online at 

www.city-link.org

There you can find also further Informations about the City Link    
Network and the City Link Festival 2014 in Hamburg.

September 5th – 14th 2014

CITY
LINK
 FESTIVAL

Exhibitions: sEP 6 th   – 14 th

September 5th >>> Festival Opening  > Vernissage > Concerts > Party

September 6th >>> Guided Bike Tour > Summer Party > Concerts > DJs

September 7th >>> Artist Talk > Singer Songwriter Event

   
         

symPosium: sEP 11 th   – 13  th

Sep 11th >>> Kick-Off  Meeting, Reading, Concert
 

 Sep 12th >>> Congress* Cities, Culture & Sustainability
 

 Sep 13th >>> Workshop*  City-Link  Workshop > Good Bye Party

Artists:

Andreas Schulenburg – CPH
Asbjørn Skou – CPH 

Camilla Rasborg – CPH 
Christian Elovara Dinesen – CPH

Dodo Adden – HH 
Dorothee Daphi – HH

Heidi Hove  – CPH
Julie Bitsch – CPH

Julie Sparsø Damkjær – CPH
Kathrine Uldbæk Nielsen – HH

Katja Windau – HH
Laura Schran – HH 
Luis Schenk  – HH

Mette Nisgaard Larsen – CPH
Nina Wengel – CPH

  Sif Itona Westerberg – CPH 
Silas Inoue – CPH

to be continued

Speakers: 

Steen Andersen 
PB43, Copenhagen

Moderation: Dr. Heike Derwanz 
HafenCity Universität, Hamburg

Christine Ebeling 
Gängeviertel, Hamburg

Till F.E. Haupt 
City-Link, Gängeviertel, Hamburg

Dr. Sacha Kagan 
Leuphana University, Lüneburg

Dr. Oleg Koefoed 
Cultura21, Copenhagen

Hannah Kowalski 
Gängeviertel, Hamburg

Katja Kullmann 
Author, Berlin

Elke Krasny 
Academy of Fine Arts, Vienna

Rasmus Blædel Larsen 
Christiania, Copenhagen

Jesper Koefoed-Melson 
givrum.nu, Copenhagen

Levente Polyák 
wonderland platform, Vienna / KÉK , Budapest

Michael Ziehl 
urban upcycling / Gängeviertel, Hamburg

Keynote: Prof. Sharon Zukin 
Brooklyn College and Graduate Center, City University of New York

2025 
Summer Party, BBQ, Guided Tours, Performance, Concerts, DJ‘s

AchterhAus 
Summer Party, BBQ, Guided Tours, Performance, Concerts, DJ‘s

Alte BAhnmeisterei
City-Link Workshop hosted by Gängeviertel (Oberhafen)

FrAppAnt
Exhibition, Opening Party

GänGeviertel
Symposium Kick-Off, Reading, Music

hAFencity universität
Congress: Cities, Creativity & Sustainability

hinterconti 
68 Square Metres - Art Space

ms stuBnitz
Concert and Good Bye Party with Afenginn DK

speckstrAsse 
Antechamber, Kontorproject & Green is Gold

vorwerkstiFt 
New Shelter & Years

westwerk
Vernissage, Artist Talk, 
Sängerknaben & Sirenen

Music & Performance:  

Afenginn – DK
Bric-A-Braque Box – INT

Chamberlab – DE 
Cyrus Ashrafi: Days of Delay– DE

DJ Grönfors – DK
Hallo Werner Clan – DE

Fluten – DE
Urte Langrock – DE 

DJ Loveavalanche – DK
 Lur – S E 

JAJAJA – DE
Marie Topp – DK

Frau Kraushaar + Sascha Demand – DE
 visual bassic – DE

2025 DJs – DE

Sängerknaben & Sirenen:
Stefan Waldow – DE

Esben Svane – DK
Barrow – DK

KAE – DE

For further Information and  
Registration* please visit 

www.city-link.org
* an online registration is necessary for 
Congress and Workshop


