
Investigating scalar and temporal tensions in socio-ecological infrastructures´ 
experiments. A comparative analysis across urban areas.

Over the last few decades, urban areas have emerged as critical sites of 
responses and solutions targeted to effect the Paris Agreement of keeping 
global warming below 1.5°C or 2°C. In many urban contexts around the world, 
intiatives such as urban climate experiments have proliferated with the 
purpose to foster more just and sustainable socio-environmental futures. This 
project deals with fundamental challenges in the governance of climate change 
experiments and - in particular - of so-called „socio-ecological infrastructures“. 
These infrastructures provide critical goods and services to citizens and 
people. Examples of urban experiments in socio-ecological infrastructures are 
initiatives such as community energy, productive rooftops, alternative water 
and food supply systems and so on. The project aims to understand the role 
of key scalar and temporal tensions in fostering these experiments, scaling 
them out in the materiality of the urban fabric, enabling them with supportive 
organisational networks and policy institutions. The project engages in a 
comparative analysis of experimental initiatives in European cities in order to 
draw empirical lessons for research and practices.  
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