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Hannes’ doctoral research examines the reflexive and transformative agency of local professionals 
from urban-regional planning, administration and politics in the context of increasing Chinese large-
scale infrastructure investments in eastern Germany. Using the example of recent investments in the 
lithium-ion battery production and related urban infrastructure in small-town contexts in the federal 
states of Thuringia and Saxony-Anhalt, the research aims at a multi-scalar and state-attuned analysis 
of urban-regional governance and its everyday negotiation, design and decision-making processes. 
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developments.
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