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Contemporary Perspectives
on Jane Jacobs
Reassessing the Impacts of an Urban Visionary
Edited by Dirk Schubert, HafenCity University Hamburg, Germany
“This is a stimulating exploration of the immediate and long-term impact

Contents: Part I: Introduction: 50 years: ‘the death and life of

of Jane Jacobs’ efforts to resist large scale urban renewal and highway

great American cities’, Dirk Schubert. Part II: Jane Jacobs: Roots,

plans for New York City. The book’s authors come from seven countries

Basics and Impacts: Central elements in Jane Jacobs’s philosophy,

and offer perspectives from many disciplines, including both historians

Roberta Brandes Gratz; Jane Jacobs and the self-organizing city,

and individuals active in formulating current policies about urban design.

Mary Rowe; Jane Jacobs and the paradigm shift: Toronto 1968–1978,

They reveal how Jacobs’ ideas helped produce a transatlantic paradigm

Richard White. Part III: Jane Jacobs ‘A Radical Thinker’—‘Cities First’:

shift in urban planning.”

Contrasting Jane Jacobs’s urban design rejection with Kevin Lynch’s
—Jeffry Diefendorf, University of New Hampshire

“…what are the concrete links to the journalist activist and eminent
female voice in urban studies who helped end so-called slum clearance?
Examining her work, its reception and meaning for contemporary practice
locally and globally, the contributions in this book provide a much-needed
nuanced trans-disciplinary and trans-national contextualization of her
work and philosophy.”

approach, Jörg Seifert; Jane Jacobs and Sharon Zukin: utopia, authenticity
and gentrification, Madeleine Lyes; Taking sides with a man-eating
shark—Jane Jacobs and the 1960s ‘density turn’ in urban planning,
Nikolai Roskamm. Part IV: Jane Jacobs and Her Impact on Urban Planning
Outside North America: More than building regeneration—the shift
towards gentle urban renewal in Vienna, Christiane Feuerstein; Jane
Jacobs, city planning and its rationale in Spain, José Luis Sáinz Guerra;
Beyond diversity: Jacobs’s death and life and its relevance for Dutch

—Carola Hein, Bryn Mawr College

urban regeneration policy, Gert-Jan Hospers; Jane Jacobs’s perception and
impact on city planning and urban renewal in Germany, Dirk Schubert;

Based on cross-disciplinary and transnational approaches, this book

Jane Jacobs and the transatlantic collapse of urban renewal,

offers new insights into Jane Jacobs’s complex and often contrarian way

Christopher Klemek. Part V: ‘We are all Jacobseans’—Are We?: Old systems

of thinking. Now, more than 50 years after the initial publication of her

need new ideas: new forces of decline and regeneration, Birgit Dulski

famous book The Death and Life of Great American Cities (1961) in a

and Gerben van Straaten; ‘That is the way the cookie crumbles’—

period of rapid globalization and deregulated approaches in planning,

new paradigm changes in times of globalization and deregulation,

new challenges have arisen. The contributors in this book argue that

Friedhelm Fischer and Uwe Altrock; Urban ecology as the new planning

it is not possible simply to follow Jane Jacobs’s ideas to the letter, but

paradigm: another legacy for Jane Jacobs, Stephen Goldsmith; What

instead it is necessary to contextualize them and consider how they

would Jane Jacobs have said and her relevance for today and tomorrow,

might be updated.

Klaus Brake; Can big plans solve the problem of renewal?, Jane Jacobs
(lecture in Hamburg 1981); Index.
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